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looted temples, cities, palaces and tombs of incredible
quantities and kept no records. There are countless
ruins and hundreds of thousands of burials which
have never been excavated or robbed of their gold.
During the four centuries that have passed since the
advent of the Europeans into the district, Jiuaca, or
grave-digging for the sake of gold, has been regular
and lucrative industry in the kingdom of the Grand
Chimu. In most cases no records have been kept of
the treasure thus obtained, and probably there is more
gold remaining in the graves and ruins than has ever
been taken from them. But some vague idea of the
incalculable wealth of the Chimus may be obtained
from the few available records in existence. Thus we
know from documents still preserved in Trujillo that
during the twenty-six years from 1566 to 1592 over
two million dollars' worth of gold and silver was ob-
tained from the Huaca de Toledo alone. Moreover,
this represents only the amount upon which the Royal
quintet, or one-fifth, was paid to the government, and
no doubt a far greater quantity was removed sur-
reptitiously and no tax paid upon it. Yet only a
comparatively small portion of the tombs in the bur-
ial-mound known as the Huaca de Toledo have been
rifled, and there are several other burial-mounds in
the vicinity as large as this which have scarcely been
scratched.
In addition to the gold and silver articles, these
Chimu burials yield marvelous treasures in the form
of textiles, pottery, copperware, feather costumes,
carved woodwork, pearls, mother-of-pearl work and
mosaics. Some of the examples of the latter are won-
derful specimens of a highly developed art. There